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On August 14, 1937, the backbreaking work of hundreds of volunteers and state and federal partners made
the impossible a reality: the final link of the Appalachian Trail (A.T.) was completed, fully connecting the
footpath from Georgia to Maine.

As we look back on that accomplishment, it becomes clear that this was only the first chapter in the history
of A.T. volunteers. The A.T. needed an army of volunteers to maintain and protect the Trail from the

impacts of weather, encroachments, visitor use and other factors that would erode, diminish or endanger
the A.T.

Previously, we highlighted the wide scope of roles for volunteers involved in A.T. conservation. Each year,

roughly 6,000 volunteers use their conservation expertise and skills to keep the Trail maintained and open

for over 3 million visitors. Just a few of these include:

Knowledge and Usage of Trail-
Building Tools

Maintaining the Trail requires much more than a shovel and
good intentions. From Pulaskis and mattocks to crosscut saws
and drills, a wide variety of tools — and more importantly, the
knowledge of how to use them eftectively and sately — are
essential for many of the volunteers on the frontlines of Trail

maintenance.

Building and Repairing A.T.
Structures

Carpentry and engineering may not be on the forefront of
people’s minds when they think of a Trail volunteer’s work, but
maintaining the hundreds of shelters, privies, bridges, footpath
reinforcements, signage and other infrastructure — and
sometimes completely rebuilding them — is essential for

preserving the A.T. experience.
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Visitor Education and Outreach

Being able to work on the Trail takes a specific set of skills.
Being able to talk effectively to others about hiking safety,
Leave No Trace principles, and ways to get involved in
conservation is something else entirely. Volunteers who
specialize in teaching others about the benefits of the Trail and
help recruit others to protect it are essential for success in our

mission.

Of course, Trail volunteers aren’t expected to possess the skills listed above on day one. A key part of
becoming an A.T. volunteer involves training, ensuring that volunteers can work safely and build up their
confidence. Our aim is to make sure volunteers feel prepared and comfortable in their roles from the outset,

so that they return again and again to care for the Trail.

Through the development of the skills listed above (and many more), A.T. volunteers become the force
needed to ensure the Trail is maintained and protected. For many, volunteering on the A.T. becomes a
lifelong passion. One example (of many) is Dave Field, who was featured in our myATstory series. Dave has
dedicated 50 years of his life to maintaining the Trail and sharing his skills with the next generation of A.T.
stewards. Thousands of others share Dave’s commitment to A.T. conservation, working together across

2,000 miles of rugged Appalachian Mountain terrain to keep the dream of the Trail alive.
By supporting the ATC, you are helping us provide the training needed to ensure our volunteers are

equipped not only with the tools they need, but also with the training and skills necessary to ensure the A.T.

experience is available for everyone to enjoy for centuries to come.

Help ensure our A.T. volunteers have the support they need to maintain and protect the A.T. by making a

donation today!
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The Appalachian Trail Conservancy's mission is to protect, manage, and advocate for the Appalachian

National Scenic Trail.

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization. Our CFC number: 12230. Our Tax ID
number: 526046689.
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