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Advocating for a Protected
Trail
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The term “advocate” has different meanings for different people. An advocate can help fund a cause, can
spread the word about important upcoming decisions, can urge friends, neighbors, and elected officials to

take action, and can volunteer time to help protect something they love.

Advocacy is one of the primary roles of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and the Appalachian Trail
itself only exists and remains protected because of thousands of dedicated individuals advocating for the

work of the ATC and its partners.

In our upcoming Spring 2020 edition of A.T. Journeys magazine, we go in-depth about the ATC’s role in
advocating for the Trail throughout its nearly 100-year history. Since the publishing of Benton MacKaye’s
inspirational article envisioning an interconnected footpath stretching from Maine to Georgia, the ATC has
coordinated the building and maintaining of the footpath, recruited new generations of Trail protectors,
and informed hikers and nature enthusiasts on how to be an effective voice for the Trail. We have worked
with governments at the local, state and federal levels on a wide range of issues, from supporting the
growth of local recreation economies, to helping develop more effective oversight for infrastructure
development in the Trail corridor, to landmark legislation like the National Trails System Act of 1968
establishing the A.T. as a unit of the National Park System.

None of this would have happened without the persistence of thousands of advocates invested in protecting

the Trail’s future.
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Benton MacKaye’s vision of an interconnected Appalachian Trail would not have become a reality without

the help of thousands of dedicated advocates.

And over the past few weeks, the ATC has advocated for the Trail, its visitors and its communities in a way
it has never had to before. As the world continues to grapple with COVID-19, a threat that we are still
working to understand and protect against, the ATC has taken action to help ensure the health and safety

of all Trail users, Trailside communities, volunteers and ATC staff.

Due to the highly contagious nature of this virus, the ATC asked everyone to postpone visiting the Trail,
including our volunteers maintaining the Trail, in order to help prevent further spreading COVID-19 on the
A.T and in nearby gateway communities. This was not a decision we made easily — a key part of managing
a public trust resource like the A.T. is ensuring it remains open and accessible to the public. Yet after
thorough analysis and hours of discussion with our staff, Trail Maintaining Clubs, agency partners and
adjacent Trail communities, we understood asking visitors to stay home was the only way we could best

advocate for the health and safety of all.

The ATC has advocated for the Trail, its visitors and its communities in a way it has never had to before as

the COVID-19 pandemic continues.

We also took action to make sure Congress was aware of the deep economic impacts the coronavirus
pandemic would have on gateway A.T. communities. In mid-March, we submitted a letter to the
Appropriations Committees in the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives urging them to take
special consideration of the Trailside communities reliant on outdoor recreation dollars in any upcoming
stimulus packages. Working closely with its partners, the ATC has also been engaging with the White
House, U.S. Departments of the Interior and of Agriculture, Members of the U.S. House and Members of
the U.S. Senate, encouraging them to provide much-needed support to these communities — support which
will help them recover from the economic hardships caused by the pandemic and help them re-engage with

the Trail and its visitors.

Finally, we pledge to keep our audiences as up to date as possible on the status of the A.T. and the lands it
travels through, as the situation is constantly changing. We encourage everyone to visit
appalachiantrail.org/covid-19 for the most recent news and closures on the Trail. We will also continue to
notify you via email about any major updates and, someday soon, when it has been determined that we can

all take a walk in the woods together again without worry.

Until that day — and long after — we will continue to advocate for the Trail and its communities of hikers,

nature lovers and dreamers. We hope that you will join us in that mission.

To learn more about the ATC’s advocacy for the A.T., please read our upcoming Spring issue of A.T.
Journeys magazine. Not a subscriber? All ATC members receive quarterly issues of A.'T. Journeys. Join

today: appalachiantrail.org/join.

Help us protect the A.T. legacy of volunteerism and Trail protection — your donation today helps ensure

future generations can experience a closer walk with nature.

DONATE TODAY
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Get the latest A.T. news and updates.
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The Appalachian Trail Conservancy's mission is to protect, manage, and advocate for the Appalachian

National Scenic Trail.

The Appalachian Trail Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization. Our CFC number: 12230. Our Tax ID
number: 526046689.

799 Washington Street, PO Box 807 @ Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 P: 304.535.6331 info@appalachiantrail.org

f © In & X

EXPLORE ABOUT US GET INVOLVED STAY INFORMED

Interactive Map Contact Us Volunteer Latest News
Trail Updates Careers Become a Member Official Blog

Hike the A.T. Accountability & Donate Events

Transparency

Explore by State Planned Giving, ATC Newsletters

Our Team :
A.T. Journeys Magazine

Follow Us
Media Room

Hiking Basics
Board & Leadership

Media Room

A.T. Communities

Clubs & Partners

Corporate Partners

T

1 o ¥
0 arity °.-
Gold Charity
Transparency qugqfnr

2024

+ FOUR-5TAR +

Candid.

© 2025. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy Handcrafted by &


https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9nZXQtaW52b2x2ZWQv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9uZXdzLWV2ZW50cy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hdGN0cmFpbHN0b3JlLm9yZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25uZWN0LmNsaWNrYW5kcGxlZGdlLmNvbS93L0Zvcm0vNzk0MjBiZDAtYTEzYy00MTg5LTk4YWEtZGRhNWNhYjhmZDBlPzYzODc0ODc4MzU2NTQ0Nzc1MCUyMCUyMHRhcmdldD1fYmxhbms=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25uZWN0LmNsaWNrYW5kcGxlZGdlLmNvbS93L0Zvcm0vNWUzNWU3ZmQtMmQ1YS00NGUyLTgzMTYtYjA3NzdmYTljNDkzPzYzODc0ODc4NzY2OTEzNTA4NiUyMCUyMHRhcmdldD1fYmxhbms=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNC9NYWNLYXllLmpwZw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vZmZpY2lhbC1ibG9nL3BsZWFzZS1zdGF5LW9mZi10aGUtYXBwYWxhY2hpYW4tdHJhaWwv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL3BsYW4tYW5kLXByZXBhcmUvaGlraW5nLWJhc2ljcy9oZWFsdGgvY292aWQxOS9ndWlkZWxpbmVzLWZvci12b2x1bnRlZXJzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNC9HcmF5c29uLUhpZ2hsYW5kcy1CbGF6ZS5qcGc=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNC8yMDIwLTAzLTE4LUNWLVN0aW11bHVzLUdhdGV3YXktQ29tbXVuaXRpZXMtTGV0dGVyLnBkZg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNC8yMDIwLTAzLTE4LUNWLVN0aW11bHVzLUdhdGV3YXktQ29tbXVuaXRpZXMtTGV0dGVyLnBkZg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9jb3ZpZC0xOQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9qb2lu
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9kb25hdGU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_dGVsOjEzMDQ1MzU2MzMx
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AYXBwYWxhY2hpYW50cmFpbC5vcmc=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0FUSGlrZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvYXBwYWxhY2hpYW4tdHJhaWwtY29uc2VydmFuY3k=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGlrdG9rLmNvbS9AYXBwYWxhY2hpYW50cmFpbA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9hdF9jb25zZXJ2YW5jeQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9hdGNvbnNlcnZhbmN5
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL2hpa2UtdGhlLWEtdC9pbnRlcmFjdGl2ZS1tYXAv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy90cmFpbC11cGRhdGVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL2hpa2UtdGhlLWEtdC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL2V4cGxvcmUtYnktc3RhdGUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL3BsYW4tYW5kLXByZXBhcmUvaGlraW5nLWJhc2ljcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9leHBsb3JlL2NvbW11bml0aWVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9jb250YWN0LXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9jYXJlZXJzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9hY2NvdW50YWJpbGl0eS1hbmQtdHJhbnNwYXJlbmN5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9hY2NvdW50YWJpbGl0eS1hbmQtdHJhbnNwYXJlbmN5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9vdXItdGVhbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9ib2FyZC1sZWFkZXJzaGlwLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9tZWRpYS1yb29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9nZXQtaW52b2x2ZWQvdm9sdW50ZWVyL2NsdWJzLXBhcnRuZXJzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9jb3Jwb3JhdGUtcGFydG5lcnMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly92b2x1bnRlZXIuYXBwYWxhY2hpYW50cmFpbC5vcmcvcy92b2x1bnRlZXItcHJvamVjdC1zZWFyY2g=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25uZWN0LmNsaWNrYW5kcGxlZGdlLmNvbS93L0Zvcm0vZjE5NDFmMjQtYjdlNS00ZDUzLWIzZTktMjQyOTYzZTc4Y2UxPzYzODc0ODgxNzMwOTk2NDkzMw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25uZWN0LmNsaWNrYW5kcGxlZGdlLmNvbS93L0Zvcm0vNzk0MjBiZDAtYTEzYy00MTg5LTk4YWEtZGRhNWNhYjhmZDBlPzYzODc0ODc4MzU2NTQ0Nzc1MA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9nZXQtaW52b2x2ZWQvY29udHJpYnV0ZS9wbGFubmVkLWdpdmluZy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9uZXdzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vZmZpY2lhbC1ibG9nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93aWxkZWFzdC5hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9ldmVudHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9uZXdzLWV2ZW50cy9uZXdzbGV0dGVycy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9uZXdzLWV2ZW50cy9hLXQtam91cm5leXMtbWFnYXppbmUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9uZXdzLWV2ZW50cy9mb2xsb3ctdXMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9vdXItd29yay9hYm91dC11cy9tZWRpYS1yb29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ3VpZGVzdGFyLm9yZy9wcm9maWxlL3NoYXJlZC8wMTY2YmRhZi1mMjJlLTQzYzEtOTljZi1mMzM4OTNjNGNkYTE=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5naXZlLm9yZy9jaGFyaXR5LXJldmlld3MvbmF0aW9uYWwvZW52aXJvbm1lbnQvYXBwYWxhY2hpYW4tdHJhaWwtY29uc2VydmFuY3ktaW4taGFycGVycy1mZXJyeS13di0yMjkx
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2hhcml0eW5hdmlnYXRvci5vcmcvZWluLzUyNjA0NjY4OQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iZXN0LWNoYXJpdGllcy5vcmcvZmluZC9jaGFyaXR5cGFnZS5waHA/aWQ9MyZlaW49NTItNjA0NjY4OSZrZXk9YXBwYWxhY2hpYW4rdHJhaWw=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBhbGFjaGlhbnRyYWlsLm9yZy9wcml2YWN5LXBvbGljeS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jYWNwcm8uY29tLw==

